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Pocahontus County 
Uhspter 6 Religion 


SWAGO M. Bar CHURUH 
Soon after his marriege to Nancy Sager in 1825, the 
Sempson Hethews gethered 6 Sunday school in their home, 
whe schollers Issac, Ruth and dames MeCollem, Cleiborne, 
Jane, Slizebeth and Yonathen McNeill, and Joshua Suckley. 
iir. Mathews would read a chapter and offer Preyer. Nre, 
Weleill did most of the teaching. The exercises woulda open 
at ten o'clock, end there wonld be a recess at noon. in the 
yard was an arbor tormed by a luxurient hop vine. under ite 
a@hade the children would sit and enjoy their luncheon 
brought from their homes. After noon the e¢hool would continue 
for tro or thre> hours. whe summers of 1826 and 1827 were 
spent in this useful manner. 
this Sunday school wes no doubt the very first ever held 
at owago. the idathews, however, were Presbyterians, ¢ 
The firet - &. class was held by John eNeii2 
bern belonging to Mrs. Pheobe ticNeill which was 1) 
the creek bottom just above her grist mill. Accor 
Yrices Sistory this John McNeill was the son of 
and fheobe liclieill. 1t is herd to establish a 
organization of this class, but Vonathanutic 
leaving the mill to his wife Pheobe, so t] 
probability in the first half of the cen 


the 1830' or 40‘, for it was during the tim 


Me Se Vhurch for Going to hear this new kind of Methodiet, 


08 
they used the School house on 
880, which w, 


nchool. This School house also hi 


After the Vivi] Var, 


the Dry pranch of ow, @8 célled the Dry Creek 


the first public frae, 


present church was built. “eorge Wanless was one of the 


first préachéts. tthe: present church Was built by Jere 
4illingsworth and Oliver cKe ever, carpenters, 


pastorate of ney, Sarper. the men of the community took turns 
in donating a weeks +ree work as assistants to the cérpenters., 


tne money wes donated by the People. ithe deed for the lot 


was given by Reuben a. Overholt ana nis wife Pheobe Ann 


Overholt, to John Auldridge, Issac Adkison, George W. Eeverage 


Reuben Overholt, James itoore, John Duffield, Clark Hellison, 
and vu. B. VanReenan, trustees, . 

There are no old class books to be found for any of 
the churches on the Hdrey circuit, so it is impossible to 


get a complete list of the members, but some of them as 


remembered by older beople are Jennie Armstrong, Setsy 


Clark “ellison, John 


ellison, Clark 4ellison, iirs, 


dirs, vohn Auldridge. Nancy Auldridge, veorge Sheets, 


Beverage, Luey Deverage, 


James HcNellan, 


John ~everage, Catherine 


Naney licNellen, veorge <ellison, 


“ellison, “eorge ticKeever, Mildrea iicaeever, and J 


taudermilk, 


Clark 4ellison was the oupt., 
years, 


and vless Lead 


or until his death, when these duties wer 


by his son forter Eellison. 


Uther church work 


een eee, OF am moare, 
Renter ent Bre. «. 
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at thts church ie op 


te tee oongregseti an hy ner, 


